April 1st 2011 – MPHA Epidemiology Section Meeting Minutes
· Participants: 

Carla Marten, Scott Schreiber, Tiffany Henderson, Diana Brown, Fatema Mamou, Roger Racine, Annie Wendt (Kalamazoo Co), Nicki Britton (Berrien), Nicki Mach (Macomb Co), Kyle Enger, Silpa (new UM student rep), Caitrin (UM)

Special thank you To Caitrin for her help; she’s been a wonderful aid to our organization.

· Election of New Officers:  
New members – Annie Wendt (Kalamazoo Co), Nicki Britton (Berrien), Nicki Mach (Macomb Co)
New Members and Scott Schreiber will serve as Program Chairs
Tiffany – Secretary/Treasurer (although Treasurer may be combined with chair)
Roger Racine – Chair Elect

· General Discussion of Epidemiology Section and Officer Duties 
Heavily skewed to Conference Planning.

· Overview of Mentoring Program

Trying to open new areas of interest, this year student mentoring.  
So far, only 1 student has requested a mentor (3 days ago) 
Fatema suggested that the section should expand to include offering Internships at LHDs, Job seeking resources/advice.  
Carla, and the UM students think that’s an excellent idea.  
UM has an “ESO” (Epidemiology Student Organization) webpage that might be a good location for posting internships

MSU has several “Online” students that might not be aware of our conference and the opportunity for poster presentations.  

Maybe we can outreach to other mid-western states for students from OSU, Illinois, Toronto etc.  Internships can be located from all over, as well as to welcome student presentations from all over.
· Other Issues
-Lobbying for increased financial commitment from MPHA for our annual conference 
-Updating our Bylaws - Combining Chair/Treasure etc.
-Using "rate" of student poster submissions vs. number of submissions (given the much larger dept of Epi at UofM).

